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Local ‘Note’-ables selected
to compete in inaugural
Singing with the Stars

By Jessica Waugaman
Your News contributor

STUART = You may have
seen your favorite band
on stage at The House of
Blues or shed a tear at Les
Miserables on Broadway,
but have you ever won-
dered what hidden ralent
resides right here in Mar-
tin County?

Artists for a Cause is
excited to reveal the pitch-
perfect group that will
grace the stage at their
inaugural event, Singing
with the Stars. Pairing
“unsung” community no-
tables with professional
singers, each duo will se-
lect a song, practice, and
prepare and then compete
on stage at the Lyric The-
atre in historic downtown
Stuart on Sarurday, March
15,2014 at 7 p.m.

The amateur singers
were chosen througﬁ an
?n agplica;rion process,
through which many ap-
plied. The performers
-- listed with the amateur
first and then the profes-
sional -- include: David
Dew and Shelley Keelor;
Michael Izzolo and Eliza-
beth Casalini; Carley Moss
and Karin Leone; Linda
}«:Veiksnar an{clid l&gtthan

ummings; a Zac-
cheo and Carla Holbrook.

The event is the brain-
child of co-chairs Terry
Barber, internationally
acclaimed countertenor
and founder of Arrists for
a Cause, and Stacy Ran-
ieri, chief illuminator of
The Firefly Group, a pub-
lic relations and ms i
firm. Though not compet-
ing, this pair will also be

performing a duet during
the event.

“We thought this new
event would be agreat way
to connect with talented
individuals who have a
love of singing but have
spent their time singing
in their cars or showers
and never had the oppor-
tunity to perform on stage
in front of a crowd,” said
Barber. “I also love that
this event is supporting
great artists in our net-
work. The audience will
be treated to some of the
best talent thereis, and get
to watch the cast compete
for a grear cause!”

Singing with the Starsis
a new fundraiser for Art-
ists for a Cause, anational,
nonprofit organization
that improves communi-
ties using art as a catalyst.
In additional, another lo-
cal nonprofit, Keep Martin
Beautiful, has also been
chosen to be a recipient of
a portion of the proceeds
from this year’s inaugural
event.

Sponsors who have al-
ready committed to pro-
viding support include:
Anchor Home Health
Services, Crary Buchanan,
Price Wealth Management
UBS, Forest Hills Funeral
Homes, and Family Private
Care, and NisAir, Wallace
Automotive, YourVoice
Weekly and Scripps Trea-
sure Coast Newspapers.
The event is actively seek-
ing additional sponsors
who are sure to receive
tremendous media expo-
sure given the inaugural
launch of this entertaining
new fundraiser.

For more information

i lickets are
are now available
The Lyric Theatre

ABOUT THE CAST OF
SINGING WITH THE
STARS:

David Dew is a real es-
tate broker from Stuart
and chair of the Martin
County Democratic Exec-
utive Committee. Dew will
perform with professional
Shelley Keelor, who has
been entertaining audi-
ences regionally and inter-
nationally on stage and in
concert for nearly two de-
cades. Keelor is becoming
known for her one-woman
shows. Her current show,
A Broadway Love Story, is
being performed through-
ourn&‘?o{llth Florida. .

Michael Izzolo, owner
of the Michael Leonard Sa-
lon in Palm City, is known
in the community for his
volunteer work. He will
sing alongside Elizabeth
Casalini. Casalini has her
BFA in musical theater
and recently won the 2013
Broadway World Award
for Best Actress ina Play.

Carley Moss, the mar-
keting and event coordi-
nator for Big Brothers Bi
Sisters of Palm Beach an
Martin Counries, is pre-
paring to belt out a ballad
with help from partner
Karin Leone. Leone has
been nominated for sev-
eral awards for her work in
New York and Los Ange-
les, and was most recently
seen on The Lyric stage in
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The Cast of Singing with the Stars (from left) are Bob Zaccheo, Carla Holbrook, Karin Leone,
Carley Moss. Terry Barber, Stacy Ranieri, Linda Weiksnar, Elizabeth Casalini, Michael Izzolo, and
Shelley Keelor. Not pictured are Jonathan Cummings and David Dew.

last season’s rock musical
Next to Normal.

Linda Weiksnar, artor-
ney with Crary Buchanan,
will channel her experi-
ence singing in church
with assistance from her
partner Jonathan Cum-
mings.eummings sang
back-tf_/for Barry Ma-
nilow and now performs
at many local venues, in-
cluding The Lyric Theatre.

While Bob Zaccheo,
the executive director of
Project LIFT, has never
performed in public, his
talents will be on display
with partner Carla Hol-
brook, who toured with
the Salvador Santana
Band, and recorded with
Salvador Sanrana and
Carlos Santana. Since re-
turning to the Stuart area,
Carla has been playing dif-
ferent venues across South
Florida, singing with nota-
ble musicians and has also
been involved with sev-
eral professional theater
productions at Starstruck
Performing Arts Center,
most memorably in Dolly
Parton’s role as Doralee in
9 -5 The Musical.

ABOUTARTISTSFORA
CAUSE

Artists for a Cause is
a Stuart-based, national,
nonprofit organization
that helps visual and per-
forming artists to use their
talents for community im-
provement. Artists are not
asked to give up their live-
lihood, or to work without
some remuneration; art is
not just for art's sake. Some
programs help artists and
charities get the most out of
their collaboration, while
others produce results di-
rectly, by feeding the poor,
healing the siclﬁ}r som
other problems throug
unique artistic solutions.

Current programs include
Dance for Food, Therapeu-
tic Arts, Donared Instru-
ment Closet, Classical for
Schools, A4AC Scholar-
ships, A4AC High School
Clubs and Benefit Per-
formances - all of which
improve communities
through artistic endeavors.
By bringing together art-
ists, community, and sup-
port, we can significancly
affect change. To learn
more about A4 ease

charities, and volunteers
on the website.



